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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (currently amen led) A therapeutic apparatus for a patient comprising: 

a support frame including a first body supporting portion and a second body 
supporting portion, the first body supporting portion moveable relative to the second body 
supporting portion along a longitudinal axis; 

a first actuator adapted to move the f irst body supporting portion relative to the 
second body supporting portion alonii the longitudinal axis; 

a securing system adar. ted to secure a patient to the first and second body 

supporting portions; and 

a linking mechanism adapted to move the first body supporting portion along a 
path relative to the second body supt orting portion, the path comprising at least one 
rotational degree of freedom. 

2. (original) The therapeutic apparatus of claim 1 wherein the at least one 
rotational degree of freedom comprises two rotational degrees of freedom. 

3. (original) The Jierapeutic apparatus of claim 1 wherein the at least one 
rotational degree of freedom comprises three rotational degrees of freedom. 

4. (original) The therapeutic apparatus of claim 1 wherein the linkage 
mechanism is adapted to move the first body supporting portion along the path comprising at 
least one rotational degree of freedom simultaneously with movement of the first body 
supporting portion relative to the se:ond body supporting portion along the longitudinal axis. 

5. (original) The therapeutic apparatus of claim 1 wherein the securing 
system comprises a first belt attachable to the first body supporting portion and adapted to 



secure 



the patient to the first body supporting portion and a second belt attachable to the 



PACE 3/1 1 * RCVD AT 4(20/2003 3:02:44 PM (Eastern Daylight Time] * 8VR:USPTO-EFXRF-1rt> ■ 0108:8229308 * C8ID:61 27661 623 - DURATION (mnvss):03-42 



FROM FAEGRE & BENSON (WED) 4. 20 - 05 1 5 : 56/ST. 1 5 : 55/NO. 48620596 1 1 P 4 

\ 

Amendment and Response 
AN 10/054,631 
Page 3 

second body supporting portion and adapted to secure the patient to the second body 
supporting portion. 

6. (canceled) 

7. (currently amended) The therapeutic apparatus of claim [[6]]i wherein 
the first actuator comprises a pneumatic actuator. 

8. (currently amer ded) The therapeutic apparatus of claim [[6]]1 wherein 
the first actuator comprises a double-acting pneumatic cylinder. 

9. (currendy amended) The therapeutic apparatus of claim [[6]]I 
comprising a source of compressed £ ir adapted to actuate the first actuator. 

1 0. (currently ame ided) The therapeutic apparatus of claim [[6]]i 
comprising a second actuator adapted to move the first body supporting portion along at least 
one rotational degree of freedom. 

1 1 . (original) The therapeutic apparatus of claim 10 wherein the rotational 
degree of freedom comprises pitch movement. 

1 2. (currently an* nded) The therapeutic apparatus of claim 1 comprising: 
a second actuator firs I and cccond actuators e a r h adapted to displace a portion 

of the therapeutic apparatus; and 

a single power sourc<: connected to the first and second actuators. 

13. (currently am mded) The therapeutic apparatus of claim 1 comprising: 

q fifSt uu t uator adapte d t o mov o tho fir s t body supporting portion relative t o t he 
second body supporting portion along o longitudinal axis; 
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a second actuator adapted to move a head supporting portion of a cervical 
traction device relative to the first boc y supporting portion; and 

a single power source connected to the first and second actuators. 

14. (original) The tl terapeutic apparatus of claim 1 comprising: 

a head supporting portion moveable relative to the second body supporting 

portion; and 

a pair of neck wedges adapted to retain a patient's head to the head supporting 

portion. 

15. (original) The taerapeutic apparatus of claim 1 comprising at least one 
locking mechanism adapted to releasably retain the first body supporting portion in a 
plurality of locations along the path lelative to the second body supporting portion. 

16. (original) The iherapeutic apparatus of claim 15 wherein the at least 
one locking mechanism is continuously adjustable. 

17. (original) The iherapeutic apparatus of claim 15 comprising at least one 
locking mechanism for each rotation al degree of freedom. 

1 8. (original) The therapeutic apparatus of claim 1 comprising a sliding 
mechanism supporting the first body supporting portion. 

1 9. (original) The therapeutic apparatus of claim 1 wherein the linking 
mechanism comprises a roll mechanism. 

20. (original) The therapeutic apparatus of claim 1 wherein the linking 
mechanism comprises a pitch mechanism. 
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2 1 . (original) The tt erapeutic apparatus of claim 1 wherein the linking 
mechanism comprises a yaw mechanism. 

22. (original) The therapeutic apparatus of claim 1 wherein the linking 
mechanism comprises a cantilever structure pivotally attached to the support frame. 

23. (original) The therapeutic apparatus of claim 1 wherein the support 
frame includes a first adjustable men ber adapted to adjust the height of the first and second 
body supporting portions. 

24. (original) The tierapeutic apparatus of claim 1 comprising a cervical 
traction member. 

25. (original) The therapeutic apparatus of claim 1 comprising a processor 
adapted to communicate with the apparatus. 

26. (original) The t herapeutic apparatus of claim 1 comprising a processor 
adapted to retain a plurality of traction protocols. 

27. (original) The :herapeutic apparatus of claim 1 comprising a processor 
adapted to retain a plurality of cervical and lumbar traction protocols. 

28. (currently amended) A method of treating back pain in a patient 

comprising the steps of: 

providing a therapeut c apparatus having a support frame with a first body 
supporting portion, [[and]] a second body supporting portion, and a first actuator adapted to 
move the first body supporting port i on relative to the second body supporting portion along a 
longitudinal axis : 
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supporting the patient along the first body supporting portion and the second 

body supporting portion; 

securing the patient to Ihe apparatus with a securing system; 

moving the first body supporting portion along a path relative to the second 
body supporting portion, the path comprising at least one rotational degree of freedom; and 

activating the- actuator :o move moving the first body supporting portion 
relative to the second body supportin;; portion along the a longitudinal axis to affect the 
distance between the first body supporting portion and the second body supporting portion. 

29. (original) The r lethod of claim 28 wherein the step of moving the first 
body supporting portion along a path comprising at least one rotational degree of freedom 
occurs simultaneously with moving tie first body supporting portion along the longitudinal 
axis. 

30. (original) The i nethod of claim 28 wherein the step of moving the first 
body supporting portion along a path comprising at least one rotational degree of freedom 
occurs after the first body supporting portion is moved along the longitudinal axis. 

3 1 . (original) The i nethod of claim 28 wherein the step of moving the first 
body supporting portion along a pad , comprising at least one rotational degree of freedom 
occurs before the first body supporti ig portion is moved along the longitudinal axis. 

32. (currently amended) The method of claim 28 comprising securing the 
patient to the first body supporting sttwauFeportion with a first belt and securing the patient 
to the second body supporting portion with a second belt. 

33. (currently amended) The method of claim 28 comprising releasably 
retaining the first body supporting portion along one or more locations along the path relative 
to the second body supporting p ortion. 
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34. (original) The method of claim 28 comprising supporting the patient 
along the first body supporting portion and second body supporting portion in a prone or 
supine position. 

35. (original) The method of claim 28 wherein the therapeutic apparatus, 
includes a processor, the method comprising programming one or more treatment protocols 
into the processor. 

36. (original) The method of claim 28 wherein the therapeutic apparatus 
includes a processor, the method comprising storing one or more treatment protocols into tfc 
processor. 
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